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Communicating With Your Students

Both your success and your students’ success as an online participant is
linked directly to your ability to communicate with your online GDP
students and for them to be able to respond to you as well. As you know,
communications can occur both through the GDP software as well as
through direct e-mail messages.

As you “talk” to your students online, you will find that many of your
messages apply not only to the student with whom you are
communicating, but also to other students in the class. For example,
general announcements made to the entire class can be shared with all
students via the Announcements feature in GDP. And annotations made
to one particular student concerning the completion of an assignment
might be equally important as feedback to be shared with other students
in the class. Finally, you might find that a particular error is being made
by more than one student, and your response to that student should be
shared with other students who make that same error.

The steps and illustrations below reveal several suggestions that can be
used to effectively communicate with your GDP online students.



Using the Digital Editing Feature

One of the features built into GDP is digital editing. This feature allows
you to provide detailed feedback on your students’ exercises by inserting

comments directly into the work they have submitted. Here’s how it

works:
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on which you
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a comment.
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Speed Sprints. Double-click the exercise to take you to the
Detailed Report screen.




Creating a General Comment or Digital Edit

[ In the screen at
the right, the
student made
an error in the 12-
Second Speed
Sprint by typing
wil instead of will.
To make a notation
about this error,
the instructor can
either make a
General Comment

Classes Classes Build List of Students  Johnson, Diane Portfolio  Detailed Report

Hame: Diane Johnson
Class: Classes Build
Full Editing: On
Lesson: 33 B, 12-Second Speed Sprints
Results: 56 wpm / 1 error (Best Attempt)

Today's Date: 02/18/08
Work Date: 02/18/08
Word Wrap: Off

Grade: NA

Enter a general comment in the space provided. Click on a word 1o inser a text-specific annotation after that word. A symbol will appear in the
axarcisa text. Selact an annotation from the library or anter new Annotation Text and click Save Annotation or Save and Add to Library. Click an
existing symbol or the word before it to edit or delete its corresponding nate. Click Return to go back to the Detailed Report.

General Comments

Annotation Text
Annotations Library Find:

Detailed Report Text You are cumently annetating the following word: None currently selected

Line: 4 Attempt: 1 Results: 56 wpm / 1 error

Today we want to find out if our work wil"be done on ti

or a digital edit within the document. A General comment is made in the
top window area; a digital edit is made within the document, at the
position where the error was made.



Creating a General Comment or Digital Edit

1 To make a General Comment, you simply type in the message you want the
student to see, as shown below.

General Comments
Your speed was very good, and the only error you made was in the word "will." -

O To enter a digital edit, the word to be edited is clicked. This places a boxed
guestion mark above the word. In the example below, the word wil is
clicked. A question mark then appears above the word, as shown below.

Annotation Text

Annotations Library Find:
Detailed Report Text You are cumrently annctating the following word: Wil-
Line: 4 Attempt: 1 Results: 56 wpm / 1 error

c 3 7 c
Today we want to find out if our work ml'e done on t




Saving an Annotation

[ The instructor then either (a) types in the comment in the Annotation Text
window, or (b) selects a previously used message from the Annotations

Library at the left of the screen.

Annotation Text

Annotations Library Find: Misspelled word
II'.'- B

—

[ Save Annotation ] [ Clear Text

]

Detailed Report Text You are cumrently annotating the following word: Wil

Line: 4 Attempt: 1 Eesults: 56 wpm / 1 error

Today we want to find out if our work wil'e done on 1

[ Once the annotation is typed, Save Annotation is clicked. Once this step
has been accomplished, the symbol above the word wil then changes to a

text/paragraph symbol, as shown below.

Today we want to fitnd out of our wcuﬂ::“iElhe dotie of ime -
Today we want to fon




Viewing an Annotation

O Finally, when the student slides his/her mouse pointer over the text/
paragraph symbol, the annotation that the instructor typed earlier is
displayed.

Detailed Report Text You are currently annotating the following word: None currently selected

Ilisspelled word.

Today we want to find out of our w::urlc:'.'.i he done of Hme.
Today we want to fon i
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